
2135Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000 / Sept. 19

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on
Telecommnications Payments
to Cuba
September 19, 2000

To the Congress of the United States:
As required by section 1705(e)(6) of the

Cuban Democracy Act of 1992, 22 U.S.C.
6004(e)(6), as amended by section 102(g) of
the Cuban Liberty and Democratic Solidarity
(LIBERTAD) Act of 1996, Public Law 104–
114, 110 Stat. 785, I transmit herewith a
semiannual report detailing payments made
to Cuba as a result of the provision of tele-
communications services pursuant to De-
partment of the Treasury specific licenses.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
September 19, 2000.

Remarks at the Debut of ‘‘Speak
Truth To Power: Voices From
Beyond the Darkness’’
September 19, 2000

Thank you very much. President Arias,
first let me thank you for your presence here
tonight and your remarkable leadership.

And Kerry, I want to join this great throng
in telling you how grateful we are that you
have undertaken this project with such pas-
sion and commitment. I know that in spite
of the fact that half the seats tonight are filled
by your family—[laughter]—there are a lot
of people here who feel just as strongly about
you as Andrew and Ethel and your mother-
in-law, Matilda, and Senator Kennedy and
the others who are here. You are an aston-
ishing person, and we thank you for ampli-
fying the voices of the human rights defend-
ers who have honored us by their presence
here tonight.

These men and women have carried on
against unimaginable obstacles, knowing the
truth once spoken can never be completely
erased, that hope, once sparked, can never
be fully extinguished. They have seen injus-
tice aided by apathy. In spite of all the nice
things you said about me tonight, a full half
dozen of them were prodding me along to-

night before I came out here to do even bet-
ter, and I like that a lot. They have carried
on knowing that even a single act of courage
can be contagious, and their courage, and
that of so many others around the world, has
indeed proved contagious.

More people live in freedom today than
at any time in human history, and in 1999
more people around the world won the right
to vote and choose their leaders than was in
even the case in 1989, the year the Berlin
Wall fell. From Bosnia to Croatia to Kosovo,
we are no longer struggling to stop crimes
against humanity but, instead, working stead-
ily to bring perpetrators to justice and to cre-
ate the conditions of humane living. From
South Africa to Chile, people are confronting
the injustices of the past so that their children
will not have to relive them. And all over
the world, people finally are recognizing, as
Hillary said in Beijing, that women’s rights
are human rights.

Yet for all the brave work that is captured
in this magnificent book and that will be hon-
ored tonight, freedom’s struggle is far from
over. And I think it is appropriate tonight
that we all ask ourselves at this magic mo-
ment of prosperity and peace for our country,
what are our responsibilities to advance the
struggle? How can we use this global age to
serve human rights, not to undermine them?

Globalization is not just about economics.
It has given us a global human rights move-
ment, as well. Whether activists are fighting
for press freedom in Ivory Coast or the rights
of children in America, they can talk to each
other, learn from each other, and know they
are not alone. Indeed, maybe the most im-
portant lesson of this evening is to say to all
of them, whom we honor, you are not alone.

Global economic integration can, if done
right, make it harder for governments to con-
trol people’s lives in the wrong way. Informa-
tion technology can be one of the most liber-
ating forces humanity has ever known.

Twenty years ago it was a great victory if
we could smuggle a handful of mimeograph
machines to dissidents in Poland or Russia.
When I went to the Soviet Union 30 years
ago, young people would come up to me on
the street and try to figure out if there was
some way I could smuggle a book back in
to them. Now, hardly a government on
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Earth, in spite of all their best efforts, can
stop their much more technologically wise
young people from using the Internet to get
knowledge from halfway around the world.

But for freedom to prevail, we need to do
more than open markets, hook up the world
to CNN, and hope dictators are driven out
by dot-coms. Real change still depends upon
real people, on brave men and women willing
to fight for good causes when the chance of
success is low and the danger of persecution
is great—men and women like those we
honor tonight. Globalization on the whole,
I think, will prove to be a very good thing,
but it is not a human rights policy. To ad-
vance freedom and justice, we have to sup-
port and defend their champions.

Today, the defenders of human rights
need our support in Serbia, where the demo-
cratic opposition is stronger than ever, head-
ing into critical elections this weekend. Mr.
Milosevic has stepped up his repression.
Surely, he is capable of stealing the election.
But if he does, we must make sure, all of
us, not just the Americans and certainly not
just the American Government, that he loses
what legitimacy he has left in the world, and
the forces of change will grow even stronger.
We must keep going until the people of Ser-
bia can live normal lives and their country
can come back home to Europe.

The defenders of human rights need our
support in Burma, as well. Their only weap-
ons are words, reason, and the brave example
of Aung San Suu Kyi. But these are fearful
weapons to the ruling regime. So last week
they confined her again, hoping the world
would not hear or speak out. But voices were
raised, and her struggle continues.

Those who rule Burma should know, from
this place tonight, with all these people we
honor, all of us will watch carefully what hap-
pens, and you can only regain your place in
the world when you regain the trust of your
people and respect their chosen leaders.

In these and so many other places, those
who fight for human rights deserve our sup-
port and our absolute conviction that their
efforts will not be in vain. All human rights
defenders are told in the beginning they are
naive; they are not making a difference; they
are wasting their time. Some have even been

cruelly told they are advancing some sort of
Western cultural notions of freedom that
have no place in their country. They are all
laughed at, until one day their causes tri-
umph and everyone calls them heroes.

The same has been said of almost every
human rights policy our Nation has pursued
in the past. Kerry talked about East Timor.
A few years ago, how many people would
have predicted it could become inde-
pendent? A dozen years ago, how many peo-
ple believed the Baltic States would be free?
But all those people who came out for Cap-
tive Nations Week, year-in and year-out, and
were literally ridiculed in the sixties and sev-
enties, would be right, and all the hard-head-
ed realists would be wrong.

The men and women we honor never gave
in to repression, fatigue, to cynicism, or to
realism which justifies the unacceptable. And
neither should America.

Hina Jilani, who has worked for women
and human rights in Pakistan and is with us
tonight, said, ‘‘I never have a sense of futility
because what we do is worth doing.’’ If you
believe that every person matters, that every
person has a story and a voice that deserves
to be heard, then you must believe that what
all human rights defenders do everywhere is
worth doing.

Let us never develop a sense of futility,
for the people we honor tonight have proved
the wisdom of Martin Luther King’s timeless
adage, that the arc of history is long, but it
bends toward justice.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:28 p.m. in the
Eisenhower Theater at the John F. Kennedy Cen-
ter for Performing Arts. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to former President Oscar Arias of Costa
Rica, founder, Arias Foundation for Peace and
Human Progress; Kerry Kennedy Cuomo, author
on whose work the play was based, her mother-
in-law, Matilda Cuomo, husband, Secretary of
Housing and Urban Development Andrew M.
Cuomo, and mother, Ethel Kennedy; President
Slobodan Milosevic of the Federal Republic of
Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro); and Aung
San Suu Kyi, 1999 Nobel Peace Prize recipient.
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Remarks to the National Hispanic
Foundation for the Arts
September 19, 2000

Well, first of all, let me say thank you for
the welcome. I thank the members of the
Congressional Hispanic Caucus who are here
and other Members of Congress and the peo-
ple from our administration who are here.
I want to thank Jimmy Smits and Felix
Sanchez. And I want to congratulate your
honorees, Sara Martinez Tucker and the
Hispanic Scholarship Fund for 25 years of
service. I want to say a special word of appre-
ciation to all the Latinos who have been part
of our administration, including Maria
Echaveste, Mickey Ibarra, Brian Barretto,
Aida Alvarez, Bill Richardson, and all the
others.

Let me say, I’m sorry I’m not in proper
attire tonight. [Laughter] But Jimmy Smits
called me this afternoon, and I only had two
other things I was supposed to do, and so
he said I had to show. [Laughter] And I want
you to know I am here in spite of the fact
that Jimmy Smits called me. [Laughter] And
I’ll tell you why. If I have to hear Hillary
say one more time, ‘‘That is the best looking
man I have ever seen,’’ I think I will die.

So, right before I was here, I went over
to the Kennedy Center. And there’s a mag-
nificent event at the Kennedy Center that
Kerry Kennedy Cuomo is having about her
book on human rights activists, and artists
from all over our country and human rights
heroes from all over the world are over there
tonight. And so, I went from there to a book
party for my friend Paul Begala. And I’m on
my way over here, and everybody wanted to
know where I was going. And this NBC tele-
vision reporter said, ‘‘Jimmy Smits, that’s the
best looking man I ever saw in my life.’’
[Laughter]

So, I said, ‘‘Well, what can I tell you? I’ve
been to war for 8 years now, and I don’t look
very good anymore.’’ [Laughter] He will
never forgive me for embarrassing him like
that. [Laughter]

I want to say something seriously. Felix,
I appreciate what you have done so much
with this foundation. And I want to say, I
made fun of Jimmy Smits tonight, but I want
you to know that becoming a friend of his

has been one of the real joys of being Presi-
dent. He has been so kind to my wife and
to me, to our family. He’s been to the White
House many times, and he’s always been
there for a good cause. And I hope you’ll
forgive me for pulling your leg tonight,
Jimmy, but I’ll never forget you for being
our friend. Thank you very much.

I want to thank the National Hispanic
Foundation for the Arts for giving young peo-
ple a chance. From the silver screen to the
Broadway stage, kids with talent and dreams
need a chance. That’s what we’ve tried to
do for 8 years now for all America’s children.
And the Vice President and I owe those of
you who have done so much to help us do
that a profound debt of gratitude, and I thank
you.

Tonight I came mostly just to do that, just
to say thank you, for all you do for the arts,
for all you do for the Hispanic community,
and for all you’ve done to help America move
forward in the last 8 years. We now have the
lowest Hispanic unemployment rate we’ve
ever recorded, the lowest Hispanic poverty
rate in a generation, a million new home-
owners in the last 6 years. The earned-
income tax credit has been doubled, and it’s
lifted over a million Hispanics out of poverty.
The minimum wage helped 1.6 million His-
panic workers, and it’s time to raise it again
and help more.

The Hispanic Education Action Plan to
encourage Hispanic youth to stay in school
and go to college, along with our scholarship
initiatives and other things, have contributed
to the fact that the college-going rate among
Hispanic young people is up over 50 percent
in the last 7 years. And—listen to this—a re-
port which was issued last week said there
has been a 500 percent increase in the num-
ber of Hispanic students taking advance
placement courses in high school to prepare
for college.

Under the Vice President’s leadership,
we’ve reduced the naturalization backlog at
INS. And under Aida Alvarez’s leadership,
loans to Hispanic entrepreneurs by the SBA
have increased by 250 percent.

We have all been enriched by your work.
And I know that because of your work, we’ll
have more great singers, more great writers,
more great actors and actresses. I know we’ve


